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1853      found Rifat and the Seraskier already there in debate.    The
-----'       Elchi urged them " to open a door for negotiation " in their
^T* 66 reply to the Prince, and strongly recommended that, if the guarantee could not be granted," a substitute for it should be found in a frank and comprehensive exercise of the Sultan's authority in the promulgation of a firman securing both the spiritual and temporal privileges of all the Forte's tributary subjects, and by way of further security communicated officially to the five Great Powers of Christendom." The Grand Vezir asked whether the eventual approach of the English squadron could be relied on. It was a pregnant question, and shewed which way the Turkish mind was moving. " I replied," said Lord Stratford, "that I considered the position in its present stage to be one of a moral character, and consequently that its difficulties or hazards, whatever they might be, should be rather met by acts of a similar description than by demonstrations calculated to increase alarm and provoke resentment."
The ambassador was not to be drawn on faster than he
E.P. I. judged wise. He would communicate what he had to say about the fleet in his own way and at his own time: not at a hurried meeting by night at a minister's country house, but at a solemn audience in the Sultan's palace. There on 9 May Lord Stratford in his most impressive tones informed Abdu-1-Mejid that in case of danger he " was instructed to request the commander of her Majesty's forces in the Mediterranean to hold his squadron in readiness." He had not communicated this to the ministers, because he wished them to make their decision without bias from without. They had already made up their minds. They had adopted Lord Strat-
E.P. I.        ford's suggestions, and on  10 May Rifat Pasha addressed J            Prince Menshikov in a conciliatory Note, which, in substance,
was the work of the British ambassador. He agreed to negotiate upon any points still left undetermined in regard to a church and hospital in Jerusalem, assured the Russian envoy of the Sultan's intention to maintain and confirm in perpetuity the privileges of his Christian subjects, hinting at an Imperial document to this effect; but he held it " contrary to international rights that one government should conclude a treaty with an-